Throughout primary and secondary education, young people lay the foundations for their future.
Children who are starting primary school today will complete their secondary education in 2032.
What knowledge and skills must they acquire to prepare them for adult life and employment?

THE EDUCATION
OF THE FUTURE
The student:
• develops knowledge and skills by applying his
or her creativity and innate curiosity,
• actively pursues personal development,

SCIENCE

SOCIAL
STUDIES
Students will learn to reﬂect on
society and the human environment
from various perspectives:
historical, geographic, economic,
political and social.

Students will learn about important
aspects of biology, technology,
chemistry and physics and gain
an understanding of how the world
works. They will be able to apply
the knowledge and skills they
gain to design and develop
(innovative) products.

LANGUAGE
& CULTURE
Students will learn about diﬀerent
cultures and their manifestation in
language and art. They will explore
various forms of artistic expression,
reﬂecting and making their
own contribution.

INTERDISCIPLINARY
SKILLS

CITIZENSHIP

Students will develop the skills they need
to participate in society, apply their knowledge and continue to learn throughout
their lives. These skills are not conﬁned to
any one subject, but embrace aspects
such as creativity, critical thinking,
problem solving and
cooperation.

Students will develop democratic
literacy and will gain an understanding
of the structure and signiﬁcance of
the democratic state, its constitution
and institutions. They will develop
social skills and become
aware of their social
responsibilities.

• learns to use the opportunities oﬀered by
digital technology,
• participates in meaningful education in line
with their individual talents and needs.

The curriculum:
• provides a ﬁxed ‘core’ of knowledge and
skills relevant to all subjects and
disciplines,
• allows students to explore some area’s in
greater breadth and depth, based on
their own abilities and interest,
• promotes the student’s personal
development, with attention for identity,
creativity and a healthy lifestyle.

ONDERWIJS2032 CONCERNS
US ALL: JOIN THE DEBATE!

DIGITAL
LITERACY
Students will develop basic knowledge
and skills in information and communication technology, information
management and media awareness.
They will also learn to understand
how technology works (‘computational thinking’).

• learns to deal with responsibility in a free society
and to look beyond local or national borders,

NUMERACY
LANGUAGE
SKILLS
Students will develop a command of
Dutch and English, both spoken and
written. Good language skills are
essential if they are to participate
fully in society.

Students will develop numeracy and
mathematical skills which enable
them to structure, understand
and present knowledge
and information.

As a teacher or school manager, you are already
working to create future-oriented education for your
students. How will the vision and recommendations
produced by Platform Onderwijs2032 aﬀect you and
your school? Join the discussion with colleagues,
students, parents and other stakeholders. Further
information, materials, inspiring examples and the
full text of the Platform’s advisory report can be
found at www.onsonderwijs2032.nl

This vision of the future-oriented education is the result of a thorough consultation process.
Numerous meetings were held with teachers, students, parents, school managers, employers
and representatives of cultural and social organizations. The Platform has also drawn upon
the latest scientiﬁc insights and experiences in education in the Netherlands and abroad.
designed by: Design Innovation Group

